Aydinli International Terrorism Syllabus Spring 2010


IR 470 International Terrorism

Monday 13:40-15:30, Wednesday 15:40-16:30

Room A231

Dr. Ersel Aydınlı

Office hours: by appointments only (call departmental secretary)

Office: Room 253

Tel: 290-1067

Email: ersel@bilkent.edu.tr

Course Description

The main purpose of this course is to first familiarize students with the history, definitions and general patterns of international terrorism. This year, the class will focus on two primary forms (motivations) of terrorism: ethnic and religious. We will first explore the connection between ethnicity and political violence and analyze the leading examples of ethnic terror in the world (IRA, ETA and Tamil Tigers). Moving on to religious terror, we will first identify the meanings, dynamics and processes of modern Jihadist terror in order to distinguish its unique characteristics from traditional informal violence. We will try to understand terror as a method of informal violent struggle and will compare modern global Jihadist terror with past examples of such transnational violence. We will use a framework to understand modern global Jihadist terror that will look at its changing context (from local determinants of the past to global ones of today); changing agency (from hierarchical structures to horizontal network structures); changing ideology (the evolving discourse that is increasingly influential for a global constituency); and changing strategies (warmaking strategies for a global resurgence of a nation). Throughout the course the instructor will also draw on his own past professional experiences in countering ideologically-based terror groups.

Course Requirements 

All assignments are expected to be completed on time. Needless to say, any evidence of plagiarism on any assignment will result in notification of the Bilkent authorities and in your failure of this course. 

1. Overall Participation (10%) and Presentation (leading the discussion) (20%)

This is an honors seminar, therefore active and informed participation in the weekly discussions is essential. 

Each class, one or two students will be responsible for leading the discussion of the weekly readings. This responsibility involves first a 10-15 minute introduction to the readings for that morning, providing questions for discussion, and helping to moderate that discussion. A sign-up sheet for the presentations will be passed around during our first class on February 1. The brave volunteer(s) for the first presentation (February 8) will receive a small grade bonus. 

2. Simulation (30%) 

3. Mid-term Quiz (10%)

4. Final Term Paper 


(5%)   2-pages written summary of proposed topic/bibliography DUE March 31


(25%) Paper DUE May 15 (10-15 pages)

"Terror is the name of a method that has been utilized historically by the 'weaker' party in an asymmetric struggle, in order to make the 'strong' party fall into a trap so that a normally unimaginable victory for the weak becomes possible to conceive."

You will prepare a research paper either focusing on one case or comparing two cases, responding to the question of how targeted countries have responded to the above noted "terrorism trap".  Your case study (ies) should show how certain countries have fallen into--or successfully avoided falling into--this trap. For example, you may choose to look at the United States and its post-9/11 responses to al Qaeda, or compare the United States and Spain with respect to their respective responses to 9/11 and the Madrid bombings; you may look at Turkey with respect to the PKK and/or al Qaeda (Istanbul bombings). These are only examples. The reading week of March 23 is put aside to allow you to explore and choose a case, collect material, and prepare a summary of your proposed paper topic. This summary, together with a bibliography of collected articles/books that will be used in the paper preparation are due IN CLASS on Wednesday, March 31. 

Weekly Course Content

Week 1 

Feb 1 – Introduction

'The Terrorism Trap' -- a presentation by the instructor.

Feb 3 – Simulation: Introduction to simulation/assigning roles 

Week 2

Feb 8 – Defining Terrorism: Historical Perspectives

Crenshaw, Martha, 'Thoughts on Relating Terrorism to Historical Contexts', in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1995), pp. 3-27.

Wieviorka, Michel, 'Terrorism in the Context of Academic Research', in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1995), pp. 597-606.

Schmid, A.P. 'Frameworks for Conceptualizing Terrorism', Terrorism & Political Violence, 16(2), 2004, pp. 197-221.

Hoffman, Bruce, Inside Terrorism, ch. 3, pp. 67-86

Feb 10 – Lecture: Nihat Ali Özcan, Leading PKK Expert, Economic Policy Research 
   Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV)

Week 3 

Feb 15 – The New Terrorism Debate 

Cronin, Audrey Kurth, ‘Behind the Curve: Globalization and International Terrorism’, International Security, 27:3, 2002/03, pp. 30 – 58.

Stohl, M. “Is the Past Prologue? Terrorists and WMD.” International Studies Review, v. 7, issue 1, 2005, pp. 146-148. 

Duyvesteyn, Isabelle, 'How new is the new terrorism?' Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Sept/Oct 2004, vol. 27(5), pp. 439-454.

Feb 17 – Simulation: In-class group meetings to discuss actor positions, interests, ideas

Week 4

Feb 22 –Ethnic Terrorism

Byman, Daniel, 'The Logic of Ethnic Terrorism', Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 1998, vol. 21, pp. 149-169.
Lustick, Ian S., 'Terrorism in the Arab-Israeli Conflict: Targets and Audiences', in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1995), pp. 514-552.
Feb 24 – Simulation: Group meetings for simulation

Week 5

March 1 – Ethnic Terrorism in Europe I: the IRA

Sanchez-Cuenca, Ignacio, 'The Dynamics of Nationalist Terrorism: ETA and the IRA', Terrorism and Political Violence, Sept. 2007, Vol. 19, pp. 289-306.
Neuman, Peter, “The Bullet and the Ballot Box: The Case of the IRA”, The Journal of Strategic Studies, December 2005, Vol. 28, Nr. 6, pp. 941-975.
Guelke, Adrian, “The Northern Ireland Peace Process and the War against Terrorism: Conflicting Conceptions?”, Government and Opposition, 2007, Vol. 42, Nr. 3, pp. 272-291. 

Ma Ginty, Roger; Muldoon, Orla T. and Neil Ferguson, “No War No Peace: Northern Ireland After the Agreement”, Political Psychology, 2007, Vol. 28, Nr. 1, pp. 1-11. 

March 3 – Simulation: Presentations of actor positions (1)

Week 6

March 8– Ethnic Terrorism in Europe II: ETA

Shabad, Goldie and F. J. L. Ramo, 'Political Violence in a Democratic State: Basque Terrorism in Spain' in Terrorism in Context, ed. Martha Crenshaw (University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 1995), pp. 410-470.
Woodworth, Paddy. “The Spanish-Basque Peace Process: How to Get Things Wrong”, World Policy Journal, Spring 2007, pp. 65-73. 

Guitet, Emmanuel-Pierre. “Is Consensus a Genuine Democratic Value? The Case of Spain’s Political Pacts against Terrorism”, Alternatives, 2008, Vol. 33, pp. 267-291.
Encarnacion, Omar G. “Democracy and Dirty Wars in Spain”, Human Rights Quarterly, 2007, Vol. 29, pp. 950-972.  

March 10 – Simulation: Presentations of actor positions (2)

Week 7 

March 15 – Sri Lanka vs. Tamil Tigers

van de Voorde, Cecile. “Sri Lankan Terrorism: Assessing and Responding to the Threat of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam”, Police Practice and Research, May 2005, Vol. 6, Nr. 2, pp. 181-199. 

Post, Jerrold M., The Mind of the Terrorist: The Psychology of Terrorism from the IRA to al-Qaeda (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), Ch. 6, pp. 83-101.
Ganguly, Rajat. “Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Conflict: At a Crossroads between Peace and War”, Third World Quarterly, 2004, Vol. 25, Nr. 5, pp. 903-907. 

Cochrane, Feargal; Bahar Baser and Ashok Swain, “Home Thoughts From Abroad: Diasporas and Peace-Building in Northern Ireland and Sri Lanka”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2009, Vol. 32, pp. 681-704.
Swamy, M.R. Narayan, “Sri Lanka Battles Within”, Asian Affairs, December 2009, Vol. 14, nr. 3, pp. 10-11. 

March 17 – Mid-term Quiz 


        Mid-term Course Assessment, Expectations and Revision


Week 8

March 22 – Contextualizing al Qaeda 

Sedgwick, Mark (2004) 'Al Qaeda and the Nature of Religious Terrorism', Terrorism and Political Violence, 16:4, 795 – 814.

Habeck, Mary. Knowing the Enemy, pp. 17-41 (Historical context)

Byman, D. 'Al Qaeda as an Adversary', World Politics, 56, pp. 139-163.

Wictorowicz, Q. 'Anatomy of the Salafi Movement', Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 29(3), pp. 207-239.

March 24 – Simulation: Presentation of actor positions (3)

Week 9 

March 29 – Ideology

Charters, David A. (2007) 'Something Old, Something New…? Al Qaeda, Jihadism, and Fascism', Terrorism and Political Violence, 19:1, 65 – 93.

Hellmich, Christina and Redig, Amanda J. (2007) 'The Question is When: The Ideology of Al Qaeda and the Reality of Bioterrorism', Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 30:5, 375 – 396.  

Gergez, Fawaz. The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global, chs. 4-5, pp. 151-250.

Zimmerman, John. 'Sayyid Qutb’s Influence on the 11 September Attacks', Terrorism and Political Violence, 16(2), 2004, pp. 222-252.

March 31 – Simulation: Group meetings for the preparation of the Road Map

Week 10: Spring Break

Week 11

April 12 – Organization and Tactics

Jackson, B.A., “Groups, networks, or movements: A command and control driven approach to classifying terrorist organizations and its application to al Qaeda”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 29(3), 2006, pp. 241-262.

Roy, Olivier, “Deterritorialisation”, Globalized Islam, 2004, pp. 304-325.
Mogadham, Assaf, “Motives for Martyrdom: Al Qaeda, Salafi Jihad and the Spread of Suicide Attacks”, International Security, Winter 2008/2009, 33:3, pp. 46-78.
Mohammed M. Hafez, “Jihad After Iraq: Lessons From the Arab-Afghans”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2009, Vol. 32, pp. 73-94. 

April 14 – Simulation: Group meetings for the preparation of the Road Map

Week 12 

April 19 – Countering the Jihadist Terror

Kruglanski, Arie W., Martha Crenshaw, Jerrold Post and Jeff Victoroff, “What Should This Fight be Called? Metaphors of Counterterrorism and Their Implications”, Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 2008, Vol. 8, Nr. 3, pp. 97-133.
Gause, G. 'Can democracy stop terrorism?' Foreign Affairs, Sept/Oct 2005, 84:5

Sageman, Marc, Leaderless Jihad: Terror Networks in the Twenty-First Century (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008), Ch. 8, pp. 147-179.
April 21 – Simulation: Discussion on the Road Map

Week 13

April 26 – Evaluating America’s ‘War on Terror’

Byman, Daniel (2007) 'US Counter-terrorism Options: A Taxonomy', Survival, 49:3, 121 – 150.

Ullman, Harlan (2006) ‘Is the US winning or losing the global war on terror and how do we know?’ Australian Journal of International Affairs, 60:1, 29 – 41.

Gregg, Heather S. “Fighting Cosmic Warriors: Lessons from the First Seven Years of the Global War on Terror”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2009, Vol. 32, pp. 188-208.
Walker, Lydia. “Forging A Key, Turning A Lock: Counterinsurgency Theory in Iraq 2006-2008”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2009, Vol. 32, pp. 909-918.
April 28 – Simulation: Parliamentary Discussion on the Democratic Opening I

Week 14

May 3 – International Cooperation and Counterterrorism

Heupel, Monika, “Adapting to International Terrorism: The UN Security Council’s Evolving Approach to Terrorism”, Security Dialogue, 2007, 38:4, pp.477-499. 

Sandler, Todd, “Collective versus Unilateral Responses to Terrorism”, Public Choice, July 2005, 124: 1-2, pp. 75-93. 

Newsome, Bruce, “Expatriate Games: Interorganizational Coordination and International Counterterrorism”, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, 2006, Vol. 29, pp. 75-89. 

Shapiro, Jeremy and Daniel Byman, “Bridging the Transatlantic Counterterrorism Gap”, The Washington Quarterly, Autumn 2006, Vol. 29, Nr. 4, pp. 33-50.
May 5 – Simulation: Parliamentary Decision on the Democratic Opening II 

Week 15

May 10 – Course Evaluation: What Have We Learned?

May 12 – Simulation: Presentation of the Road Map to the Public Opinion

Feb 8: Defining Terrorism

Feb 15:  The New Terrorism Debate

February 22: Ethnic Terrorism

March 1:  Ethnic Terrorism in Europe I: the IRA

March 8: Ethnic Terrorism in Europe II: ETA

March 15: Sri Lanka vs. Tamil Tigers

March 22: Contextualizing al Qaeda

March 29:   Ideology

April 12: Organization and Tactics

April 19: Countering the Jihadist Terror

April 26. Evaluating America’s War on Terror

May 3. International Cooperation and Counterterrorism

May 10. 


